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President’s Letter…Our Survey Says

For nearly 70 years, the Stony lake 
property owners association (SP-
LOA) has strived to foster a strong 

sense of community and to provide op-
portunities for residents to become more 
engaged and invested in the collective 
well-being of Stony Lake and its residents. 
With each new year, your board assesses 
the previous year’s successes and misses, 
looking for opportunities to improve upon 
the social events presented by the SPLOA.
	 I am proud to say that we have some 
very successful activities, like the Sparkler, 
Boat Parade, Ice Cream Social, Fishing 
Tournament, and the Poker Paddle. The 
Sailboat Races continue to draw more racers, 
to the delight of both the sailors and those 
who enjoy the beauty of the races from the 
shore in a comfy chair and their beverage of 
choice.
	 There is a lot of time and effort as 
well as some money (your dues) that 
goes into putting together all our events. 

When we see dwindling attendance at an 
event, like the June picnic, and declining 
annual membership, it causes your Board 
to question member preferences and 
satisfaction. While ensuring the SPLOA 
remains vibrant and strong means keeping 
up with changes in member and community 
interests, it is also essential that we adapt to 
shifts in societal trends and maintain open 
lines of communication.
	 So, earlier this spring the Board sent 
out a survey to gather feedback on your 
interests and to hear your insights for the 
future of the SLPOA. In addition to your 
thoughts about our social events, we want 
your input for ensuring that the SLPOA 
remains relevant by looking for new ways 
to make introductions among residents 
and to promote engagement, especially 
with younger property owners. While we 
will always value our traditions, we should 
be open to change if it means improving 
how the SLPOA welcomes residents and 

connects them to their neighbors and the 
broader Stony Lake community.
	 As I write this column, the Board is still 
receiving responses, so I cannot speak to the 
results. That said, on behalf of the Board, I 
want to thank everyone who has participated 
and to say to those that haven’t responded 
that it is never too late to share your ideas 
with any member of the Board or to email 
your thoughts to stonylakepropertyowners@
gmail.com.
	 With your help, the Stony Lake Property 
Owners Association can stay ahead of the 
curve and thrive!

– Jeff Larmore, SLPOA Board President

This Summer is Going to be Sweet!
Kick it off on June 15!

	 It’s a topic we read and hear about a lot these 
days – Americans are not engaging with each 
other. We don’t go to civic functions, church 
gatherings, or social activities in nearly the 
numbers as our parents and grandparents 
did. We don’t join fraternal organizations 
or participate in team sports. We are, as 
one quite famous book title put it, “Bowling 
Alone.”
	 However – as neighbors at beautiful Stony 
Lake, we have the opportunity to buck this 
trend! We can do this despite any cultural, 
social, or political divides we have to cross, 
because we have one true thing in common: 
We love our lake.
	 In that spirit, the Stony Lake Property 
Owners Association Board of Trustees 
has made some tweaks to the traditional 
June kick-off event at the Benona Park and 
Ballpark in hopes of enticing more of our 
neighbors to gather on a balmy Saturday 
evening in June.

	 This Summer is Going to be Sweet is 
the name for a gathering centered around 
– Dessert!  From 6:30-8:30 on June 15, the 
SLPOA will host a Dessert/Sweet Treat 
Potluck, possibly featuring a surprise offering 
from one of our awesome local bakeries!
	 Members are asked to submit their favorite 
Stony Lake related photos from 2023 for a 
slide show to run during the evening. Send 
to stonylakepropertyowners@gmail.com.
	 Other activities that are being discussed 
are a Stony Lake Trivia game, Bocce, 
Cornhole, Giant Noughts and Crosses – 
ideas are welcome! Details will be announced 
on the SLPOA Facebook page and website. 
Plates and napkins will be provided, bring 
a sweet treat to share and your own chairs 
and drinks. Come on out and meet your 
neighbors. And – if you’d like to be even 
more involved, contact the SLPOA Board at 
the email above. We need you!

Look at the expression on this youngster’s face 
as he accepts his first place trophy in last year’s 
annual Fourth of July Fishing Tournament. Isn’t 
that why we gather together for these lake events 
with our neighbors? Make an effort to connect 
with your community this summer – It’s going to 
be a sweet one! More information on the tourna-
ment and this year’s other activities can be found 
inside this issue. Photo by Matt Ferguson.
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Stony Lake Property  
Owners Association  
Board of Trustees
(Year of Election, Term Expiration)
Jeff Larmore, President (2015, 2025)
Dale Burmeister, Vice President (2019, 2025)
Sandy Mitteer, Treasurer (2023, 2025)
Neal Miedema, Secretary (2019, 2025)
Ruth Fleming, Trustee (2016, 2024)
twczarski, Trustee (2022, 2024)
Maribeth Sala-Gietzen, Trustee (2019, 2025)
Kathy Sullivan, Trustee (2014, 2025)
Sharon Zoller, Trustee (2018, 2024)
Sally Malnor, Sparkler Race Director

Please see website for  
contact info on trustees.

WHAT’S w i t h 
t h e  NEWZ?

We pay tribute with our “newzletter” name 
to Swift Lathers, above, who published 
the Mears Newz from 1914–1970. The 
“world’s smallest newspaper” was printed 
in Mears, Michigan, but had subscribers 
nationwide. Copies are available at the 
Oceana Historical Park Museum Complex 
in Mears, which includes his home office.
Send comments about and information for 
the “Newzletter” to Julie Stivers,  
jlcstivers@gmail.com.
Newzletter production:  
Julie Stivers, editor
Sally Malnor, Sparkler Section  
   Coordinator
Mary Lulich, Pixel Grafix Studio,  
   production & printing
Stony Lake Newzletter Issue #13

Independence Day Weekend
Starts on July 6 with Fishing Fun!

Fishing Tournament Chair Dan Brouwer reported that they had a record turnout last 
summer and some very impressive fish were reeled in. Special thanks to the parents who 
got up early and took the kids fishing! Be sure to read the notes below about this year’s 
tournament for a new twist – possible Master Angler eligibility!
Adult Winners: (Determined by Weight)
	 First Place	 Wesson Ferski 	 21 inch Smallmouth Bass
	 Second Place	 Jake Fekken 	 20 Inch Smallmouth Bass
	 Third Place	 Clare Miedema 	 18 3/4 Inch Bowfin
Children Winners (Determined by Length)
	 First Place	 Nolan Zavislak 	 3.4 pound Largemouth Bass
	 Second Place	 Scott Ferski 	 3.1 pound Smallmouth Bass
	 Third Place	 Kassie Baker 	 1.71 pound Largemouth Bass

A Resource Guidebook for Stony Lake Home-
owners can be found at www.stonylakeproper-
tyowners.com/docs/2015StonyLakeHomeown-
ersGuide.pdf

Join the Fun on July 6, 2024!
	 Adults and Kids 12 and under compete separately. Trophies will be award awarded for 
first, second and third places in both categories. The tournament runs from 6-11 a.m. Fish 
caught prior to 6 a.m.will not be considered.
	 Check in your catch at Dan’s dock, fifth cottage down the private lane from the swimming 
beach. A current Michigan fishing license is required and will be checked. Winning fish 
for adults will be based on weight, the 12 and under competition fish will be based on 
length.
	 All fish in the Adult category must be Legal Game Fish! All participants will only be 
allowed one rod! (Example: Trolling with 3 rods per person gives an unfair advantage 
from those casting from boat or docks!)
	 This year we will look at the fish in the 12 and under category to see if any of the fish 
caught are eligible for a Michigan DNR Master Angler Award. If they are eligible we will 
provide the necessary documentation that would be needed to receive a Master Angler 
award!  – Dan Brouwer

First Place in the 12 and Under competition went to Wesson Ferski, above left. The winner in the Adult 
category was Nolan Zavislak, right. Photos by Matt Ferguson.
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A clever take on state sports rivalry, Lake Divided, earned the Miedema family the third place spot on 
the podium. Photo by Jim Wildgen.

Ice Cream Social Chair Sharon Zoller, left, works 
with volunteer Penny Burmeister to serve sweet 
treats for Megan Bueschel. Volunteers scooped 
four giant tubs of ice cream in 2023.

The Anderson family took First Place honors in 2023 with their very nicely done entry Euchre Party. 
Photo by Jim Wildgen.

Always a favorite theme, the Bubble Bath float from the Foley family took second place honors in 
2023. Photo by Julie Stivers.

Continue the Fourth Fun
on the Sixth!
	 A Stony Lake tradition since the 1980s, 
the annual Boat Parade & Ice Cream 
Social is a family favorite. We had a good 
turnout last year and some great entries, so 
start thinking now about putting together a 
boat float.
	 Jeff Larmore and Matt Ferguson will again 
organize the parade, and Sharon Zoller the 
festivities at Ao Wa Kiya waterfront, on 
Saturday, July 6, 2024.
	 Boats will gather at Green Point in the 
middle of the lake at 1:45 for a 2:00 start. 
All creative ideas are welcome and all boats 
receive a participation medal. Trophies go 
to the top three votegetters. Voting will 
again be via the internet – look for more 
details including the URL link, QR code 
etc. around the end of June on the SLPOA 
website and Facebook page.
	 Ice cream and cake will be served at the 
Camp Ao Wa Kiya waterfront at 4:00 p.m., 
and trophies awarded. Parking is available 
at the camp – walk down the stairs to the 
waterfront. Or anchor your parade entry on 
the waterfront and wade in! (No docking 
available.)
	 It’s a good time to pay your Association 
dues, and maybe pick up a hat as well, so 
you might want to bring along some cash 
or a checkbook! “We served four tubs of 
Country Dairy ice cream and four sheet 
cakes last summer, said event chair Sharon 
Zoller. “We served over 200 people who 
devoured every bit!”
	 Independence Day weekend fun 
continues on Sunday, July 7 with the Stony 
Lake Sparkler. More info on the next pages 
of this issue.
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Poker Paddle is 
Playtime for

All Ages
	 The third Stony Lake Poker Paddle last 
summer was a great hit, with more than 40 
participants paddling to five of ten docks 
around the lake to pick up cards, hoping 
for a winning hand. Winners in the 2023 
tournament were:
	 Best hand over 12: Nikki Brown
	 Best hand under 12: Emily Hills
	 Worst hand adult: Tom Pate
	 Oldest player: Chuck Dawson
	 Youngest player: Ben Hills
	 Traveled Farthest:, Jason and Courtney 
Raehl (from Oregon); Tom Pate (from 
South Carolina)
	 Guessed the goldfish number: Jeff Hills
	 This year’s event will take place on 
Saturday, July 27 from noon to 2:00 p.m. 
“I have put my order in for fair weather,” 
said event chair Tom Owczarski (aka T.O.), 
“and look forward to another fun activity 
on our lake.” Paddlers will pick up five 
playing cards at any of ten designated stops 
and end up at Ellen Jonker’s for prizes and 
freebees. There will be plenty of free gifts 
for younger paddlers in the Treasure Chest 
at the Awards ceremony.
	 Stop by any of the participating docks, 
marked with a flag, and pick up a map of 
participating docks. Ten docks are planned 
as dealer stops, making the play accessible for  
most on the lake to easily reach five of them.

Stony Lake
is Made for Sailing!

	 White sails flashing in the sunlight on a spectacular Stony 
Lake weekend afternoon is a sight beloved by long-time Stony 
Lakers, newcomers, and visitors alike. Volunteer chairs Neal 
and Amy Miedema put in yeoman’s work organizing and 
managing the racing. 
	 Races begin at their dock on the northwest corner of the 
lake, fifteen houses east of the square swimming dock. “We 
race into the wind, typically heading west,” explains Neal. 
“We race one long course when we have strong wind and two 
shorter laps when we have lighter winds. We will raise the skull 
and crossbones flag in the event of inclement weather.”
	 Races are scheduled this year on July 7 (Sunday), and 
continue on Saturdays July 20, August 3, 17, and 31 (Labor 
Day weekend). Waivers must be obtained from and returned 
to Neal Miedema, neal_miedema@hotmail.com.

Winner for the best hand in the Under 12 
category was Emily Hills, who received a Stony 
Lake Store gift certificate.

Nikki Brown accepts her prize of a Country 
Dairy gift certificate.

A big group of happy Poker Paddlers celebrated at the Jonker family dock. Photos by Matt Ferguson.

Last year’s Independence Day race, photo by Jim Wildgen



� W W W. S TO N Y L A K E P RO P E R T YOW N E R S . C O M   |   5    

STONY LAKE NEWZLETTER   |   SPRING 2024

WOW! 2024 will be the
Tenth Anniversary of the Stony Lake Sparkler!

by Sally Malnor, Sparkler Race Director

	 What a year we had in 2023 hitting records in maximum attendance and a Crystal Valley Care Fund donation which helps many 
people in need. Thank you to our fabulous Sponsors for making it happen - please make an effort to support them as a way to show our 
appreciation for their generosity. See a list of our community sponsors here: https://stonylakesparkler.com/2023-sponsors/

	 All race details and on-line registration 
can be found at https://stonylakesparkler.
com/
Key dates and times – Mark your calendars 
and Sign up Early in case we hit our 1000 
runner max before Race Day!:
	 Friday, June 23 midnight – End of 
Guaranteed T-Shirts and Early Bird 
Discounted Pricing. So get those 
registrations in! 
	 Saturday, July 6 – 9:00-11:00a.m. 
Packets available and late registration 
accepted until we hit 1000 runners – at the 

Stony Lake Inn, 4722 Scenic Drive .
	 Sunday, July 7 – RACE DAY! Packet 
pick-up from 7:00-8:00 a.m. at Stony Lake 
Inn. One-Mile Fun Run/Walk begins at 
8:00 a.m. Sparkler 5K begins at 8:30 a.m.
	 Come join us for great fun, food, 
and prizes, and to celebrate the racers, 
volunteers, and this wonderful community.
 	 Our volunteers make this day what it 
is – email us at Malnorsb@gmail.com to 
volunteer
	 We hope to see you there!

–Sally Malnor, Sparkler Co-Chair

Join us for Our Tenth Year of
The Stony Lake Sparkler on July 7, 2024!

A check for $24,849.60 was presented to the 
Crystal Valley Care Fund. Above from left, Jeff 
Larmore, SLPOA President; Deb Mitteer & Judy 
Kokx from CVCF; Sally Malnor & Kathy Sulli-
van, Sparkler Co-Chairs; Ruth Fleming, CVCF.

Overall winners Keegan Masters, from Petersburg, Michigan, age 17, and 
Jessie Jazwinski, from Shelby, Michigan, age 16, took home the grand prize 
of Fish Platters from Claybanks Pottery, with times of 16:15.9 and 18:25.0, 
respectively.

Winners in the Masters over 40 category took home Hardwood Cutting 
Boards. Chip Corwin, age 41, of Bloomington, Illinois came in at 20:03.0 and 
Katie Jazwinski, age 44, from Shelby, Michigan at 21:25.8.

The Over 50 Grand Masters prizes from Stony Lake Custom Birdhouses 
went to Dan Vander Schuur, age 51, of Hudsonville, Michigan at 20:52.5 
and Carla Rodriguez, age 67, from Rockford, Michigan at 27:44.8.

The cake prize for most family members participating went to the Wadel 
family. All photos by Matt Ferguson.
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BOB & MARY JO
SCHIERBEEK

THANK YOU PLATINUM SPONSORS!
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Lenny Lewandowski
231-861-0582

4715 S. Scenic Drive
Stony Lake, MI 49455

Your Meeting Place for the 

(231) 861 - 7255
4722 Scenic Drive Shelby, MI 49455

We’re Online!
www.StonyLakeInn.com

www.facebook.com/StonyLakeInnMI

(231) 861-4427
4722 Scenic Drive, Shelby, MI 49455

We’re Online!
www.StonyLakeInn.com

www.facebook.com/StonyLakeInnMI

JEREMY HORTON PE
231861•6841

4870 W Shelby Rd
Shelby, MI 49455

harbordesignandconstruction.com 

23HARBOR Lakestyle 4.indd   123HARBOR Lakestyle 4.indd   1 2/2/23   8:55 AM2/2/23   8:55 AM
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BRIDGE VIEW
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THANK YOU GOLD SPONSORS!

8 9 2  I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k  D r i v e  •  2 3 1 - 8 6 1 - 2 1 9 4

8 9 2  I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k  D r i v e  •  2 3 1 - 8 6 1 - 2 1 9 4

8 9 2  I n d u s t r i a l  P a r k  D r i v e  •  2 3 1 - 8 6 1 - 2 1 9 4

CKME 
CONSTRUCTION 

Remdciels Electrfc Heating �Cooling Pole Buildings 

Andy and Cindy Deveau 
and Family

 

 • two cottages
 • one wedding
 • four grandkids

• six bald eagles…and

Celebrating 25 years
on Stony Lake including:

a lifetime of memories.

MARK & SALLY MYERS

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR
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Section C

Asparagus 
Advocate 
Retrospective

By Sharon Hallack
Contributing Writer

SHELBY — Shelby Village recently welcomed Emily 
Stuhldreher, of Pickney, to fulfill a 15-month fellowship in co-
operation with the Community Economic Development Associ-
ation of Michigan (CEDAM).

Stuhldreher, a recent graduate of Michigan State University, 
has a double major in Environmental Studies and Sustainabil-
ity as well as Sustainable Parks, Recreation and Tourism with a 
minor in Science Technology, Environmental & Public Policy. 
Stuhldreher will be working remotely until June 8 and plans to 
move to the area soon after.

Village Administrator Rob Widigan remotely tuned into the 
Consensus Revenue Estimating Conference May 21.

“The state is looking at a stunning $6.2 billion dollar shortfall 
in the current and next fiscal years,” said Widigan’s memo to 
council. “The House Fiscal Agency, the Senate Fiscal Agency 
and the Department of Treasury agreed the state is looking at $2 
billion less in the general fund and $1.2 billion less in the school 
aid fund for the current fiscal year. They are also projecting a 
$1.9 billion deficit in the general fund and a $1.1 billion deficit 
for schools in the 2020-21 fiscal year beginning Oct. 1. We will 
continue to monitor the village’s budget and review updated rev-
enue sharing estimates as the Michigan Department of Treasury 
releases them.”

The village adopted Resolution 2020-5-26 to establish a 
request for funding for the resurfacing of Hawley & Rankin 
streets, Fourth Street, Pine Street and Sessions Road through 
the Transportation of Economic Development Fund Category 

B Program. These streets are part of the village’s overall Road 
Asset Management Program. Widigan’s memo to council stated, 
“Village Engineer Don DeVries of Fleis & VandenBrink is rec-
ommending a 1.5-inch mill and resurfacing of each of these 
streets. Chipping and sealing is not an option due to each street’s 
condition. The grant application is due June 1 and the amount we 
are requesting would be $136,728, 50 percent of the total project 
cost. Engineering costs would be covered by the village.”

The adopted resolution attests that funds are available to com-
mit to the project and that a maintenance program would be im-
plemented. It will be late summer before the village learns if it 
is a recipient of the grant. If so, resurfacing would be planned 
for this fall.

By Sharon Hallack
Contributing Writer

HART — Hart Police Chief 
Juan Salazar recently submit-
ted his 2019 annual report to 
the Hart City Council.

Salazar reported that the Hart 
Police Department (HPD) has 
two pursuit-rated vehicles and 
both are operating well. Train-
ing and staying updated on new 
and changing laws is a constant 
for the department. The HPD 
is part of the West Michigan 
Criminal Justice Training Con-
sortium (WMCJTC) made up 
of law enforcement agencies 
from as far south as the Michi-
gan-Indiana border, as far north 
as Manistee and as far east as 
Ionia. Membership in the con-
sortium allows agencies to take 
advantage of a wide variety of 
training opportunities and pro-
vides a valuable return on the 
dollars invested by providing 
and sharing in-kind services. 
The WMCJTC also seeks grant 
funding each year to provide 
training to licensed law en-
forcement officers..

Officers in 2019 and their hire 
date were Salazar (June 2007); 
full-time officers Detective/
Sgt Kevin Skipski (February 
1996); Officer Shawn Ander-
son (May 2005); Officer Brian 
Hintz (July 2016) and Officer 
Joseph Ingalls (August 2017). 
Part-time officers Officer Hide-
gardo Hinojosa IV (December 
2017); Officer Austin Bucking-
ham (May 2018), Officer Da-
vid Malotke (December 2018) 
and Officer Elizabeth Mantyck 
(June 2019). One part-time of-
ficer also works part-time in 
the Village of Shelby and one 
part-time officer works part-
time in Muskegon.

Educating students in the 
community continues to be im-
portant part of the department’s 
work. In 2019, Hart’s Spitler 
Elementary students took part 
in anti-bullying instruction; 
identifying types of bullying 
and ways to combat such be-
havior. Hart Middle School 
fifth graders received instruc-
tion in the T.E.A.M. (Teach-
ing, Educating and Mentoring) 
program as well as the S.T.E.P. 
(Student Tools for Emergency 
Planning) program. High 
school students attending West 
Shore Community College’s 
Criminal Justice Tech Prep 
class and all Hart High School 
health students received in-

Shelby welcomes economic development fellow

Hart chief 
provides
annual report

For the fourth time this sea-
son, the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources has de-
layed the opening of the Silver 
Lake State Park Off-Road Ve-
hicle area.

The announcement came 
late Friday evening, May 29. 
The dune buggy park had been 
scheduled to open June 3. The 
new scheduled opening date is 
Saturday, June 13. The park tra-
ditionally opens April 1 each 
year, but due to COVID-19 con-
cerns, the opening was pushed 
back several times.

According to the DNR, the 
additional time allows for new 
operational functions associ-
ated with COVID-19 public 
health and safety guidelines to 
be integrated, as well as sig-
nificant progress on construc-
tion of the new dune entrance 
ramp. In addition, the opening 
date coincides with the updated 
“Stay Home, Stay Safe” Execu-
tive Order, announced May 22, 
which now ends June 12.

One of the department’s big-
gest challenges was the halt-
ing of nonessential work and 
the need to recruit, hire and 
train seasonal summer work-

ers. Once the state’s executive 
order allowed such efforts, after 
May 15, the DNR began steps 
toward opening the ORV area. 
Many of the area’s recurring 
opening duties and tasks are 
near completion, but the bulk 
of construction on the new dune 
entrance ramp-widening proj-
ect is still underway and would 
become more challenging with 
the number of visitors expected. 
Additionally, many of the new 
and evolving COVID-19 safety 
practices and protocols – build-
ing sneeze guards, establishing 
cash and voucher handling pro-
cedures, training new staff and 
instructing new and returning 
staff on new COVID-19 safety 
measures – are still being im-
plemented.

“Silver Lake ORV Area 
draws in a passionate com-
munity of ORV riders, and we 
want to be sure that our staff-
ing, infrastructure and new op-
erational protocols are firmly 
in place before we swing open 
the gates,” said Jody Johnston, 
Silver Lake State Park manager. 
“The new June 13 opening date 
gives us 10 days of additional 
prep time, so the construction 

crew can work on completing 
the new entrance ramp proj-
ect that was delayed due to the 
state’s executive order, and staff 
can complete a number of new 
COVID-19 safety measures to 
keep everyone safe.”

Curt Brower, president of the 
Silver Lake Recreation Asso-
ciation, said his board echoed 
those feelings and supports 
what is needed to ensure a suc-
cessful opening day.

“If postponing the opening 
day to June 13 allows the DNR 
additional time to get seasonal 
staff comfortable with new 
COVID-19 awareness training 
and protocols, we support the 
decision and feel it’s likely the 
wisest path to take, especially 
considering the number of vis-
itors we anticipate on opening 
day,” said Brower. “Addition-
ally, it will allow more time for 
the contractor to complete the 
new up ramp, as opposed to at-
tempting to use the down ramp 
for both in-and-out activity.

“We are as anxious as anyone 
to get the dunes open. We just 
need to make sure we have a 

Silver Lake State Park ORV Area 
opening postponed until June 13

Long-time Hart Area Firefighter and Deputy Chief Dwight 
Fuehring was appointed to succeed current Chief Jack White 
when White steps down later this year.

The Hart Area Fire Department Fire Command Board named 
Fuehring the new chief at it regular meeting May 28. Fuehring 
will assume his chief duties when White retires at the end of No-
vember. White said this will allow for a six-month period for a 
smooth transition to the new leadership team.

According to White, the board made a decision to first look 
to internal candidates before looking out side the department. 
Fuehring applied for the position and was interviewed by the 
board along with three fire chiefs from outside the county. Fueh-
ring was asked about his desire for the position and was asked 
how he would address challenges that the position would have to 
deal with should he be appointed.

Questions were presented by both the visiting chiefs panel and 
board members. Following the interview session, the visiting 
chiefs unanimously recommend that the board appoint Fuehring 
as the next chief of the Hart Area Fire Department.

Dwight Fuehring appointed 
new Hart Fire Chief

A voluntary coronavirus testing program was implemented at 
Peterson Farms Oceana Drive/Baseline Road facility late last 
week and earlier this week.

The testing is not mandatory, but was encouraged that all asso-
ciates take advantage of the opportunity to be tested without any 
cost. Also, as an ongoing effort to maintain a healthy workplace 
for associates, Peterson Farms is temperature checking all associ-
ates before their shift.

Peterson Farms partnered with local and state health officials 
to better understand the virus spread within rural communities 
along with developing best practices in response to COVID-19. 
Once completed, the state will develop a testing process to roll 
out to other businesses as it works to reopen different business 
segments.

Peterson Farms tests for COVID-19

• Contributed photo

A Peterson Farms associate has his temperature taken prior to 
a work shift Monday.

John Cavanagh • Oceana’s Herald-Journal

Ripplin’ waters
The White River was quietly flowing last Saturday afternoon past Pines Point southwest of Hes-

peria.

HART CHIEF REPORT
continued on 3a

ORV OPENING DELAY
continued on 3a

COVID-19 EmOtIOnal SuppOrt lInE
1-855-539-6268 | Monday – Friday 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

If you are having a hard time coping or adapting due to COVID-19, you can receive free emotional support 
through West Michigan Community Mental Health’s COVID-19 Emotional Support Line. The Emotional Sup-
port Line is staffed by trained mental health professionals in Mason, Lake and Oceana counties. This service 
is free and open to anyone in the community. You do not have to be a client of West Michigan CMH to use 
this service. If you call after hours, please leave your name and a contact number where you can be reached.

This Call Line is for emotional support only. If you are 
experiencing a mental health emergency, please call the 

West Michigan CMH Crisis Hotline at 1-800-992-2061.

Receive FREE
Emotional

Support through 
West Michigan 

Community
Mental Health’s 

COVID-19
Emotional

Support Line
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SPORTS

7 of 12 wrestlers 

earn All-State 

honors
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By Lois Tomaszewski
ExEcutivE Editor

NEW ERA – Being rooted 
is an indication of stability, of 
steadfastness and of strength. 
Oceana County District 2 
Commissioner Phil Morse 
meets that definition on many 
levels.

With a family history 
that goes back to the 1860s, 
Morse’s family has been a part 
of Oceana County for a cen-
tury and more. HIs great great 
grandpa is buried in Benona 
Township. He passed away in 
1871.

Those roots ground him 
in his role as a leader both 

in county government and 
in business development. It 
also helps him perceive what 
would be most beneficial to his 
neighbors whom he serves as a 
commissioner and as a friend 
and neighbor.

“I grew up in Spring Lake,” 
Morse said. “I grew up in the 
same house until I got mar-
ried.”

He describes that home as 
being “very traditional” with 
his mom and dad and two 
brothers. He and his wife 
Missy, whom he married in 
2001, have three children, one 
daughter and two sons. Also a 
family of five.

Morse moved back to New 
Era to accept a job as princi-
pal at the New Era Christian 
School in 2011.

“I loved the school and I 
loved the job,” Morse said. 
“I am the type of personality 
where I need something new 
every so often. I was feeling 
like I was doing the same thing 
year after year.”

After 20 years in education, 
Morse seized an opportunity 
to run for public office, seek-
ing an open seat for State Rep-
resentative, the same seat that 
Curt VanderWall occupies. He 
dropped out at the last minute 
out of deference to Vander-
Wall.

“I decided I would wait my 
turn and move on from there,” 
he said. “That’s when I started 
working for him.”

He did some campaign work 
for state Senator Jon Bum-
stead, too. Working for both 
legislators gave him campaign 
experience and lawmaker ex-
perience, skills and knowledge 
he hopes to capitalize on when 
he runs for a state-level office 
in 2028.

Morse then found himself 
working for Rivers Ace Hard-
ware as a business develop-
ment specialist. In this role, 
he develops relationships with 
“businesses, facilities guys, 
maintenance guys, business 
owners, secretaries, the front 
office staff — you know all 

that’s important. Hopefully 
when they need supplies or 
products, they want to come to 
me and us.”

Morse has served for several 
terms on the Oceana County 
Board. Public service in a gov-
ernmental role was not some-
thing he actively sought, he 
said. He said he wasn’t what 
some would consider popu-
lar in school. When he got to 
college, however, he became 
more confident in who he was.

“I realized that I really like 
to talk to people and I like to 
hear their story, I like to hear 
from them and just know 
about them,” Morse said.

He credits his father for this 
part of Morse’s own personal-
ity. “My dad is a people per-
son,” he said. “He likes to talk 
with people, be out in the com-
munity.”

Morse is not put off by the 
current political climate. He 
said it energizes him.

“I want to be a bridge,” he 
said. “Definitely, I have my 
convictions and my principles 
and core values. I also believe 
that as part of my core val-
ues, I can help people who are 
on what seems like polarized 
sides of the spectrum see com-
mon ground in some way.”

But there was also an early 
inspiration for Morse that sort 

CONVERSATION AND CONNECTION: 
County Commissioner Phil Morse seeks 
knowledge to ‘build bridges’

• Contributed photo

Oceana County District 2 Commissioner Phil Morse (in back) poses for a family photo with his wife Missy (center, in front) and their three 
children.

The Oceana County Sheriff’s Office continues to investigate 
vandalism to several Shelby School, park doors and a piece of 
heavy equipment parked near the school.

According to Oceana County Sheriff Craig Mast, the vandal-
ism was reported Feb. 2 when deputies were dispatched to the 
school bus garage. When they arrived, school staff showed dep-
uties 18 buses that had been damaged by someone spray paint-
ing different parts of the buses with green spray. paint. Deputies 
also found the same spray paint applied to the restroom doors 
and Getty Park and a bulldozer parked nearby.

Anyone with any information regarding the incident is asked 
to contact the sheriff’s office at 231-873-2121.

School buses 
vandalized at Shelby

• Contributed photo

A bulldozer has its engine cover and windows painted green 
near Shelby.

The deadline for candidates interested in running for local of-
fices is quickly approaching.

People interested in running for township office and all county 
offices must submit their information to the county clerk’s office 
by 4 p.m. April 23.

Terms for the Oceana County Board of Commissioners have 
been expanded from two to four years.

Filing deadline 
nears for primary 
election candidates

This year will mark the 17th year of organizing the Oceana 
County Agricultural & Natural Resources Banquet to celebrate 
the agricultural industry and natural resources of Oceana County.

The committee is currently finalizing many of the details for 
this annual event. This year’s banquet is scheduled for Monday, 
March 18, 2024, at the West Michigan Research Station. Orga-
nizers are planning to start the evening a little earlier than normal 
with the social hour beginning at 5 p.m. and the banquet begin-
ning at 6 p.m. This will give everyone an opportunity to arrive in 
time for dinner and to get home at a reasonable time that evening.

The social hour, sponsored by Kaleb Klotz Farm Bureau Insur-
ance, will consist of appetizers inspired by Oceana County and 
local beer and wine. Attendees can mingle during this time with 
other guests before the official program gets underway at 6 p.m. 
with brief presentations from the Oceana Conservation District, 
MSU Extension and Oceana County Farm Bureau. Dinner will be 
served at 6:30 p.m. followed by a brief awards presentation and 
a featured presentation on local fisheries. Mark Tonello, fisheries 
biologist of Michigan’s Department of Natural Resources Fisher-
ies Division, will share information on stream ecology and fisher-
ies management, highlighting some of the work being conducted 
in Oceana County.

Tickets for the event are $25 per person and available for pur-
chase online at www.OceanaConservation.org or at MSU Exten-
sion and the Oceana Conservation District offices.

Oceana Agriculture 
and Natural 
Resources Banquet 
set for March 18

Results from the Feb. 27 
Presidential Primary election 
were unchanged by the Oceana 
County Board of Canvassers 
last week.

Oceana County voters fol-
lowed the same trend as state 
wide voters with former Pres-
ident Donald Trump earning 
the Republican nod and in-
cumbent President Joe Biden 
taking the Democratic win.

Trump garnered 2,976 votes 
to Nikki Haley’s 909.  All 

other candidates listed on the 
ballot had less 60 votes.

With all 18 of the county 
precincts reporting, Biden 
walked away with 1,046 votes, 
but Oceana voters did cast 107 
votes as uncommitted.

Crystal Township’s fire op-
erations millage request passed 
88-26. Its fire equipment mill-
age request passed 88-24 and 
the road improvement millage 
request passed 84-30.

Election results 
unchanged

MORSE
continued on 2a

Where local news matters!
123 S. State Street

Hart, MI 49420

231-873-5602

www.oceanaheraldjournal.com

Providing local 
news since 1869!

www.holidaycamping.com

5483 W. Stony Lake Road
New Era, MI 49446

(231) 861-5220

THANK YOU GOLD SPONSORS!

1800 Holton Road
Muskegon, MI 49455

Dine, shop, and celebrate with us at our beautiful space on 
the 17th hole of Benona Shores Golf Course.

For hours and reservations visit
www.farmhousestonylake.com

3666 Scenic Drive
Shelby, MI 49455

231.259.0029

CAMP WA HA HA SA CRA

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR
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Maximize your playing opportunities 
with a dual membership between 
Oceana Golf Club and Benona Shores 
Golf Course. 
Separated by only 12 miles, this unique golf membership 
provides access to two well-maintained courses for a 
mixed golf experience at one a� ordable price. 

Play Oceana for 6,410-yards at par 73 course known 
for its challenging greens. 

Play Benona for a shorter yardage length at par 60 
with scenic rolling hills.

THANK YOU GOLD SPONSORS!

W. BURMEISTER FARMS, INC

4140 W. Shelby Rd., Shelby, MI 49455 • 231-861-4858
MIchiganFamilyDental.com

Many thanks to individuals who are sponsors of the Stony Lake Sparkler at the Silver level including:

The Malnor Family
Deb and Jim Mitteer

John and Julie Stivers
Modrack Family Cottage

Davis Point
Robinwood

Kate Van Bokkelen

Sally and Joe Van Bokkelen
Voges Family

The Larmore Families

THANK YOU SILVER SPONSORS!

Sales, Service and Installation of Garage Doors & Door Openers
1-877-KNS-DOOR (567-3667)

Karl Lemmen 231-893-3516
NEW ERA

Pizza Factory Downtown Shelby 231-861-5036
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Brenda Bouwman LUTCF LTCP CASL®
Agent

704 E Apple Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49442-3648
Bus 231 722 1189 Fax 231 725 9319
brenda.bouwman.gscq@statefarm.com
www.brendabouwman.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

4223 West Polk Road 
Hart, MI 49420

231-873-5081
Fax 231-873-2889www.HallackContracting.com

www.shelbybank.com   231-861-6062

GOOD LUCK 
and Have Fun!

NMLS# 409703

4748 1st Street, New Era, MI 49446
231-861-2525 • 1-800-861-3325

chevrolet

www.meyerschevrolet.com

SaleS - Service
Serving West Michigan

Since 1937

Barb Glashouwer   Realtor / Partner
Unsurpassed Service, Outstanding Results
616-307-1114        barb@novosadrealty.com

231-830-7037
Located in Downtown New Era & Pentwater

GROUP FITNESS FOR ALL LEVELS!
YOGA • POUND • BARRE • PIYO • ZUMBA

Your Local Market for 
all your needs!
Beer, liquor and wine plus 
groceries, baked goods, 
pizzas, grinders and ice 
cream. Novelty gifts, bait, 
clothing, inner tubes and an 
on-site ATM.

231.861.4412 Stony Lake Market

“Our Reputation is Building”

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

StovallConstructionInc.net • 308 S. State St. • Shelby, MI 49455 • 231-861-2652

THANK YOU SILVER SPONSORS!

www.beckmanbros.net

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR
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THANK YOU SILVER SPONSORS!

Ken Mitteer
(231) 215-5782

Kelly Mitteer
(231) 343-0254

7060 S. Scenic Drive
New Era
231.894.4177

jamie@jamiezrealty.com

jamiezrealty.com

616-723-5777

1206 S. 24th Ave
Shelby, Mi. 49455

JAMIE ZIMMERMAN
JAMIE ZIMMERMAN REALTY
Associate Principle Broker

KENTWOOD
DOWNTOwN
GRANDVILLE

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR

TEN
YEAR

SPARKLER
SPONSOR

2151 Cogswell Dr. Whitehall, MI 49461 harborlightcu.org
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Thank You 2023 Volunteers!

Annual Meeting Family Photo!
Join Us This Year on August 3

	 Among the many reasons to attend the annual meeting of the 
Stony Lake Property Owners on August 3, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. are 
meeting your neighbors, hearing reports on the activities and 
finances of the organization, picking up useful information about 
the lake – and getting in on a family photo for posterity! 	

Thanks to the professional photography of Matt Ferguson, we’re 
accumulating a very nice record of the folks who made Stony Lake 
their full or part time home in the early 21st century.
	 Remember to bring your own chairs to the ball diamond park 
in beautiful downtown Stony Lake.

SAILBOAT RACING
Neal & Amy Miedema, chairs
David Lattie, Carolyn Lehr

FISHING TOURNAMENT
Dan Brouwer, chair
Matt Ferguson, photography

BOAT PARADE
Jeff Larmore & Matt Ferguson, co-chairs

Sue Larmore

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Sharon Zoller, chair
Penny Burmeister, Libby Brouwer,  
Patty Mullens

POKER PADDLE
T.O. Owczarski, chair; Organizational 
Committee: Merry Rosenberg, Christine 
Fisher, Kate Schnipke, Megan Buescheland 

Ellen Jonker. Dock Dealers: Libby & 
Dan Brouwer, Christine Fisher, Ruth 
Fleming, David Layman, Nancy Matthews, 
Wayne Miedema, Merri Rosenberg, Julie & 
John Stivers, Kathy Sullivan and  
Kate Van Bokkelen. Awards Ceremony & 
Celebration Host: Ellen Jonker; Emcee: 
Dan Brouwer; Photographer: Matt Ferguson.

MEMBERSHIP
Ruth Fleming

SPARKLER
Sally Malnor & Kathy Sullivan, co-chairs 
Sparkler Committee: Jeff Larmore, Chris 
Kok, Suzy Polk, Megan Bueschel, Deana Fox.
And the dozens of Race Day volunteers!  
You know who you are and we appreciate 
you very much!

COMMUNICATIONS
Maribeth Sala-Gietzen, chair
Matt Ferguson, photographer;  
Julie Stivers, Newzletter

WATER QUALITY
Dave Zoller & Steve Lawwill, Lake 
Management Board; Matt Ferguson & 
John Stivers, CLMP monitoring.

PICNIC IN THE PARK. Sharon Zoller, food; Neal 
Miedema, music. Tent Raisers, from left, T.O. Owczarski, 
Jeff Larmore, Sharon Zoller, John Stivers, Dan Brouwer, 
Dave Zoller, Dave Prinsen, John Malnor, Gregg Modrack, 
Matt Ferguson.

Sparkler volunteers celebrate another job well done on Race Day 
2023!
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Newz From Around the Lake
	 The Oceana County Conservation 
District has two projects in the works that 
will help to improve and preserve the water 
quality of our lake.
	 Construction is expected to begin this 
spring to remove the remnants of the 
old Marshville dam, two old bridges, and 
three culverts, and restore 2,500 feet of 
instream habitat. Special attention is being 
paid to the protection and restoration 
of hemlock-shaded areas along the 
coldwater trout stream. The project is 
being coordinated and managed through 
a collaborative partnership between the 
Oceana County Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Oceana County Road 
Commission, West Michigan Shoreline 
Regional Development Commission and 
the Conservation Resource Alliance.
	 In 2022, descendents of the local Hunter 
and Hedlund families donated a 40-acre 
parcel to the District that includes a cedar

swamp and upland habitats along upper 
Stony Creek. A master plan is in the works 
for parking, fishing access points, and 
looped trails that showcase the natural 
and historical features of the land while 
retaining the delicate ecosystem. Plant and 

bird surveys have been conducted, unique 
natural features have been mapped, and 
partners have visited to see the unique 
beauty of the soon-to-be nature preserve. 
A tentative opening day is planned for 
summer of 2025.

	 The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources now offers boater safety and 
hunter education as interactive online 
courses, giving students an enhanced 
experience with real-life scenarios.
	 Boaters born after June 30, 1996, and 
most personal watercraft operators who 
operate a vessel in Michigan must have a 
boating safety certificate.
	 The interactive learning options are

offered in addition to existing traditional 
classroom and online learning options for 
both boater and hunter safety.
	 Boater safety students who opt for the 
interactive program will follow a storyline 
adventure that places them in real-life 
boating scenarios. 
	 Approved by the National Association 
of State Boating Law Administrators, the 
“I Learn to Boat” program allows students

to navigate the curriculum at their own pace 
and complete the required assessments, 
including a final exam.			 
The Michigan DNR recreational safety 
certificate is valid in other states, which 
often require an approved boater safety 
certificate to rent a boat or personal 
watercraft (such as a JetSki).
	 Register for a traditional classroom, 
interactive or online boater safety education 
course at Michigan.gov/RecreationalSafety.

The upper reaches of Stony Creek will be part of a new nature preserve. Photo by John Stivers.

Do Your Part with 
Native Plants

	 While large conservation projects 
go a long way toward maintaining 
good water quality in Stony Lake, 
neighbors can do their part by 
planting native species along the 
waterfront and keeping mowed 
areas to a minimum. Free magazines 
were distributed locally last summer 
spotlighting ideas for beautiful natural shorelines. They will 
again be available this summer at local stores, or email Julie 
Stivers at jlcstivers@gmail.com to get your free copy.
	 The Oceana Conservation District will host their annual 
Wildflower Plant Sale on May 24, and the Muskegon 
Conservation District on May 18. Check their websites for 
details and a list of available plants.

New Interactive Classes for Boater Safety

In Memorium
Robert “Bob” Rankin died in April 2023 three weeks after his 
80th birthday in Lakeland Fla.. Born in Port Washington New 
York, the epicenter of Robert’s life was Stony Lake.  Robert’s 
MasterCraft often could be seen going up and down the lake 
with good friend TJ Gosselin driving while wife, Jodi, spotted 
so Robert could barefoot and sky ski to his heart’s content. 
Robert taught lots of kids to water ski, including his niece, 
Sarah, and nephew, Thomas, who cherished their holidays 
with their cool Uncle Robert.

Sally Modrack passed away in January 2024.  She and her 
husband Bill, who died in 1991, were long-term members of 
the Stony Lake community. She loved spending summers at 
their cottage with family and many longtime friends.  
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We wouldn’t be able to enjoy our 
community activities each summer 
without the support of our Stony Lake 
neighbors who pay their association dues 
each year. Activies and our corporate costs, 
such as insurance and filing fees, are paid 
by membership dues and some activity 
revenue.
*Membership is open to property owners 
on the lake or adjacent within a half mile 
of the lake.
*Dues are $25 per year. Use the form above 
to send membership to our treasurer, 

whose life will be made much easier if 
most people pay by June 1. OR...
Use our convenient account at PayPal to 
pay with a credit card online! You do not 
need to have your own account at PayPal 
– just go to our website and click on the 
PayPal icon. In the Comments section, add 
the address for Newzletter mailing, if it’s 
not the same as your credit card address.
• Members names and other information 
are listed in the password-protected 
Directory on the SLPOA website. 
Check to make sure you’re listed, and 

that the information is correct. If 
you don’t have the password, e-mail 
stonylakepropertyowners@gmail.com and 
we’ll send it to you.
	 If you aren’t receiving our e-mails and 
wish to do so, send an e-mail and we’ll add 
you to our list. If you don’t get them, check 
your spam filter. Add us to your contacts list.
• Be sure to check the website, Facebook 
page, and the SLPOA Board next to the 
Stony Lake Store for latest information 
about all activities.

STONY LAKE NEWZLETTER   |   SPRING 2022

STONY LAKE – KEEP HER HEALTHY

STONY LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

q �Check here if this is a renewal membership and your information has NOT 

changed. 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  	

Newzletter Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Preferred Phone #: _____________________________________   Other Phone #:__________________________________  

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 	

Make checks payable to SLPOA.
q Check here if you’d like to volunteer for SLPOA

Detach this form and  
send with $25.00 dues to:
Ruth Fleming,  
   Membership Chair
2700 S. 64th Ave. 
Shelby, MI 49455

  

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS TODAY – SUPPORT THE SLPOA!

	 “There are some troubled lakes out 
there,” warned Matt Ferguson in his water 
quality report at the SLPOA Annual 
Meeting last August. “But not our little 
Stony. She’s a darling little lake, the kind 
you would take home to meet your moth-
er. With primarily eastbound wind and 
westbound water, she flows well. She’s cool, 
she’s deep and she’s beautiful. She’s 278 
acres, 43 feet deep, half a mile wide by two 
miles long. As lakes go, she’s quite a dish.”
	 Matt, along with John Stivers, venture 
out on the lake many times each year from 
April to October (those April ones are a 
bear!) to collect samples for testing at MSU 
as part of the Michigan Lake & Streams 
Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program.

Thanks to volunteers over the years, we 
have data collected back to 2004, which 
enables scientists to evaluate the aging 
process of our lake and make informed 
decisions about the best way to treat it. A 
summary of this data can be found on the 
SLPOA website, or at the MiCorps website, 
micorps.net.
	 In 2010, the Stony Lake Improvement 
Board was established, and a professional 

engineering company engaged to collect 
data and manage annual harvesting of 
plant overgrowth and control of inva-
sive non-native water plants. Minutes 
from Lake Board meetings are available 
by emailing Board Chair Dave Zoller at 
dzoller@hotmail.com. Contact Dave with 
questions about treatment and harvesting.
	 Matt ended his annual report on a lyrical 
note: “Fed by a large watershed to the 
north, filtered by the marsh, then spring-
fed in several spots along the way – finally 
she dances with the big lake. Please do 
your best to take good care of our little 
Stony Lake and share good practices with 
friends and family. She’s our friend. She’s 
the lake other lakes would like to be.  
KEEP HER HEALTHY.”  
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8050 W. Stonycroft
Shelby, MI 49455

CHECK WEBSITE AND COMMUNITY BOARD NEXT TO STORE FOR INFORMATION.

  

KEEP IN TOUCH!
• �Visit our Website: 

stonylakepropertyowners.com

• �E-mail us: stonylakepropertyowners@
gmail.com 
(Be sure to add us to your contacts list so 
our messages aren’t filtered!)

• �Check the SLPOA Board next to the 
Stony Lake Store

• �Find us on Facebook – Stony Lake 
Property Owners Association

BECOME A MEMBER!
NOW YOU CAN USE PAYPAL,
SEE PAGE 15 IN THIS ISSUE!

JUNE 15	 DESSERT POTLUCK
		  Benona Twp. Park
		  6:30-8:30 p.m.

JULY 6		  FISHING TOURNAMENT
		  6:00-11:00 a.m.

		  BOAT PARADE
		  Gather at Green Point

		  1:45 p.m.

		  ICE CREAM SOCIAL
		�  Camp Ao Wa Kiya 

Waterfront

		  4:00 p.m.

JULY 7		  STONY LAKE SPARKLER
	 	 Stony Lake Inn Parking Lot
		  8:00 a.m.

JULY 7		 SAILBOAT RACES
	 	 2:00 p.m.

JULY 20	 SAILBOAT RACES
		  2:00 p.m.

JULY 27	 POKER PADDLE
		  12-2 p.m.

AUG 3		 ANNUAL MEETING
		  Benona Ballfield
		  9:00 a.m.

AUG 3		 SAILBOAT RACES
		  2:00 P.M.

AUG 17	 SAILBOAT RACES
		  2:00 p.m.

AUG 31	 SAILBOAT RACES
		  2:00 P.M.


